STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 15,509
g
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of

Social Welfare to deny him General Assistance benefits.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a twenty-eight-year-old man who
works part-time at a conveni ence store, earning about $380
per nonth. He also gets unenpl oynment conpensation of $55
per nmonth which is about to run out. He receives VHAP
nmedi cal coverage and Food Stanps of $25 per nonth through
t he Departnent.

2. The petitioner has a high school diploma and has
worked on a full-time basis (sonetines with several part-
time jobs) from 1989 up until about a year ago (June of
1997). He is not married, has no children and has never
been in need of any treatnent for nental illness, drugs or
al coholism He is having difficulty finding full-tinme work
because he had a spinal injury in a 1992 accident which has
wor sened and now restricts himfromlifting nore than fifty
pounds. Although neither he nor his doctors currently
consider his condition disabling, he has had difficulty
getting enployers to take a chance on soneone who has had a

back injury. He is looking for nmore hours of work but has
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not had nmuch success.

3. The petitioner rents a roomin a friend s nobile
horme for $150 per week. Included in that amount are his
utilities and kitchen privileges. As part of the deal, he
is also allowed to use his friend' s vehicle for
transportation to work. He has had difficulty paying that
rent because of his | ow incone and because he al so has a
truck payment of $102.67 per nmonth (although the truck does
not run and sits in his parents' yard) and overdue nedi cal
bills of close to $400. He bl ames the existence of his
medi cal bills on what he clains was his wongful termnation
from VHAP from June to Novenber of 1997. However, he admts
that he did not appeal that term nation which invol ved
whet her he had kept the Departnent informed of his address.

4. On May 14, 1998, the petitioner applied for
General Assistance to cover his rent which was $300 overdue.
He was deni ed that sanme day by a witten notice which stated
t hat the denial occurred because he was abl e-bodi ed, had no
m nor dependents and did not have two barriers to
enpl oyment. The petitioner appeals that decision saying
that he shoul d be assisted because he does not have enough

to |live on.

ORDER

The decision of the Departnent is affirned.
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REASONS
The facts of the petitioner's case certainly indicate
that he is without incone to pay all of his bills. However,
t he regul ati ons adopted by the Departnent of Social Wlfare
do not adopt inability to neet one's bills as the sole
standard for receiving general assistance. Unless there is
a catastrophic situation--defined in the regul ations as
death of a spouse or mnor child, a court-ordered or
constructive eviction, a natural disaster or an energency
medi cal need, see WAM 2602--an i ndividual w thout dependent
children who is abl e-bodied can only be assisted if two or
nore of the follow ng enploynent barriers are net:
a. Age 55 or over.
b. Ei ght h-grade education or less -or- inability to
read or wite. Eighth grade education is
conpl eti on of eighth-grade, but not conpletion of
ni nt h grade.
C. Enpl oynment or sel f-enpl oynment of fewer than six
months in the last five years and full-tine
student status fewer than six nonths in the |ast

five years.

d. Rel ease froma nental health institution or nenta
health hospital unit within the last 6 nonths.

e. Participating in a state or federally funded drug
or al cohol treatnent program

WA M 2600 (B)(3)
The evidence indicates that the petitioner is behind in
his rent but has not been ordered out of his honme by the
court so he does not face a "catastrophic situation” as

defined in the above regulations. Gven the fact that he
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has no dependent children and is able to work, he nust
denonstrate two of the enploynent barriers |listed above to
be eligible for General Assistance. The petitioner's
factual situation does not indicate that any of the barriers
are met. It nust be concluded that the petitioner does not
neet the eligibility criteria for General Assistance and the

Departnment's deci sion was consistent with its regul ations
and nust, therefore, be upheld. 3 V.S. A > 3091(d).
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